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Big Foot Union High School
Small School, Big Opportunities

MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of Big Foot Union High School to maximize each child’s learning
and to develop responsible, productive citizens.

CORE VALUES
Respect
The professional adult community at Big Foot High School believes "respect" to be a core value at
our school. As teachers, support staff, administrators, and board members, we will show
consideration for students, parents, visitors, and other adults in the building. Professional collegiality
and courtesy will be demonstrated through all our daily activities and interactions. We will model this
behavior for students, accepting no less of ourselves than we expect of the students. We will care for
each other and for our students as we would wish to be cared for by others. We will know students
as individuals, with specific needs, abilities and talents, and always treat them with the utmost regard
while at the same time, understand that they are not yet fully grown and developed.

Excellence
The professional adult community at Big Foot High School believes "excellence" to be a core value
at our school. As teachers, support staff, administrators, and board members, we will demonstrate
excellence in all that we do. We will strive to make each program, each class, and each club,
exemplary. We will accept nothing less than the best from ourselves and from each other. Every
activity or effort that reflects our school will be of the highest or finest quality.

DISTRICT RECOGNITION
U.S News & World Report named Big Foot High School as one of its "U.S.
News Best High Schools 2017." Big Foot High is recognized in the National
Rankings and earned a bronze medal. Schools are ranked based on their
performance on state-required tests and how well they prepare students for
college.

Big Foot High School has been recognized by W!SE Financial Literacy as one
of the top 100 schools in teaching Personal Finance for the past four years
(2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017). The results are based on a standardized test
that students take after finishing the Essentials of Personal Finance and
Economics course.
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TEACHERS’ RECOGNITION
Tim Collins,
athletic
director and
physical
education
teacher is the
current
President of
the Wisconsin
Athletic Director Association,
the Wisconsin delegate to the
national convention in Phoenix
and the Rock Valley
Conference President.

Ken Hayward,
industrial arts
teacher, has
been selected
with students
Gaby
Castenada
and Dorothy
Carpenter to
present at the 2018
International Conference of the
International Technology and
Engineering Educators
Association in Atlanta.

Chad Roehl,
business
education
teacher,
received a
grant for the
10th year in
a row from
the
Wisconsin Institute of Certified
Public Accountants (WICPA)
last year. The grant was for
$1,956 to be used for FBLAsponsored field trips.
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Big Foot Union High School
Our District at a Glance
Big Foot High School (BFHS) is located in South Central Walworth County in the Village of
Walworth, Wisconsin. A union high school, BFHS operates as a grade 9-12 district with students
coming from four K-8 districts. BFHS completed a $15 million addition/renovation project in the Fall
of 2001. Big Foot has developed a state of the art engineering lab and is teaching engineering and
design courses in a multi-disciplinary model. BFHS is governed by a separate elected five member
board of education.
The BFHS union district serves families from the villages of Fontana, Sharon, and Walworth, and the
townships of Walworth, Delavan, Linn and Sharon. An area schools association exists to assist
BFHS and the K-8 schools of Fontana, Walworth, Reek, and Sharon with curriculum coordination
and other ancillary services.

BIG FOOT HIGH SCHOOL
Demographics
Student Count
Male
Female
Minorities
Economically Disadvantaged
English Language Learners
Students with Disabilities
ACT Scores Composite Average
Big Foot
State of WI
AP Scores
Total AP Students
Number of Exams
Students with Scores 3+
% of Students with Scores 3+

2014-15
539
53%
47%
24%
38%
4%
18%

2015-16
509
53%
47%
24%
39%
4%
16%

20
20

19
20

73
128
42
57.5%

43
60
60
69.8%

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
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Big Foot Union High School
Board of Education

MEETINGS
Regular Board Meetings
7:00pm
July 17

January 15

August 21

February 19

September 18

March 19

October 16

April 16

November 20

May 21

December 18

June 18

Kim Arntz, Jane Palmer, Gretchen McCarthy, Ed Hayden, Jim Brost

BOARD MEMBERS
Edward Hayden
President
Representing:
Village of Sharon
Sharon Township
Term Expires: 2019
Board Duties:
Policy Committee
ehayden@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

Jim Brost
Member
Representing:
Walworth Township
Term Expires: 2018
Board Duties:
BFHS Edu. Found. Rep
Building and Grounds
jhbrost@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

Kim Arntz

Gretchen McCarthy

Treasurer
Representing:
Village of Walworth
Term Expires: 2020
Board Duties:
Negotiations Team
Policy Committee
kaarntz@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

Clerk
Representing:
Village of Fontana
Term Expires: 2020
Board Duties:
WASB Delegate Rep
BFHS Fine Arts Found. Rep
CESA 2 Rep
Building and Grounds
gemccarthy@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

Jane Palmer
Member
Representing:
Linn Township
Term Expires: 2018
Board Duties:
Unassigned
jepalmer@bigfoot.k12.wi.us
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Welcome to Big Foot Union High School
-District Administrators’ Welcome
On behalf of the board of education, staff, and students, it is my honor to lead
Big Foot Union High School.
I am so excited to return to the district and community that helped raise me, my
siblings, and my kids.
It’s been 31 years since I attended as a student, and I’m very proud to re-enter
the great culture and history at Big Foot High School. “Small School, Big
Opportunities” is a vision for us all to embrace. Our comprehensive curriculum
and co-curricular offerings allow students to take a wide range of courses and
create an Academic Career Plan that personalizes learning, bringing relevance
to their daily lives. Studies indicate that students learn, connect, and retain
knowledge more effectively when the material is meaningful and relevant to their
own lives and experiences.
The past school year was an extremely successful one in doing just that. Inside
these pages you will see a glimpse of all of the great initiatives taking place
Mr. Doug Parker
every day in academics, athletics, co-curricular activities, and the arts. You will
see achievement gaps closing, advanced learners being challenged, and a school community striving to find more
ways of working together in the most efficient manner possible.
Whether the topic is education, community partnerships, budget or finance, we are keeping our eyes focused on
our ultimate goal of creating a thriving school system for our young people.
Our promise to the school community is that we will build on all of our outstanding successes in 2016-17 and do
the very best we can for each and every student moving forward.
~Doug Parker, District Administrator
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Welcome to Big Foot Union High School
-Principal’s Welcome
Welcome to Big Foot Union High School, recipient of a 2017 US News and
World Report Bronze Award as one of the best high schools in the country. We
worked very hard for this accomplishment and are proud of what it all entails.
We do our very best to provide our students with the same classes and
opportunities provided in schools much larger than we are. This has allowed our
students to move on and attend many prestigious schools including Marquette,
DePaul, MSOE, Michigan Tech, Case Western Reserve, Iowa, Minnesota,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana, Texas, and Georgia Tech among others.
BFHS believes at its core that every student leaving our school should be
prepared for whatever path they choose to take after high school. To meet this
demand, our school provides students with many opportunities in our
curriculum.
Students have the opportunity to reach and explore classwork in the areas of
English, social studies, science, math, economics, agriscience, business
Mr. Mike Hinske
education, art, music, family and consumer education, physical education and
health, special education, industrial arts, and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math). BFHS
provides students with 14 Advanced Placement classes in the areas of social studies, science, math, English,
world language, music, and art. In addition, BFHS provides students with opportunities to do Youth
Apprenticeships through our school counseling center.
Many of these apprenticeships lead toward our students leaving school with work ready credentials and
certifications. BFHS is also a member of the Vanguard Network through Gateway Technical College that provide
our students with classes via live two-way television from classrooms throughout the state. These classes allow
our students to earn college credits while never leaving our building. BFHS is also a proud partner with UWMadison in the Great World Text Program which provides students with collaborative work with students and staff
from several high schools and the University.
BFHS can be proud of so many things. Over the past few years our school and students have received many
accolades. These are but a few examples of the excellence displayed by our school and students over the past
few years. BFHS has been recognized by W!SE (Working in Support of Education-Financial) for five consecutive
years as one of the top 100 schools in the country for student proficiency on financial literacy. BFHS has received
national recognition for our school FFA program as an exemplary program. We have sent students to national
competitions in FBLA, FCCLA, and FFA with students receiving many honors, including a three time National
Champion in Agriscience Research; a Gold Medalist at FCCLA Nationals in Apparel Design and Construction;
and several top 8 finishes at nationals in FBLA, including events in 3D Animation and Impromptu Speaking. In
addition, BFHS has had 26 students recognized by the College Board during the past three years, with various
levels of recognition for academic excellence in the AP Program, including a National AP Scholar in 2017.
It is with great pride that I write about BFHS and encourage you to come and see what we have to offer. Come
see our facilities, school learning environment, school programs, and feel the culture of our school. I am sure that
you will be impressed.
~Michael J. Hinske, Principal
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Big Foot Union High School
Clubs / Co-Curricular Opportunities
Art Club

Big Foot Chefs

Adviser: Claudia Ericson

Adviser: Corrine Sanders

What is Art Club? Art Club is a service organization made
The Big Foot Chefs provides students with an opportunity
up of students who enjoy making art, being around art, and to plan, budget, sell, shop, prepare, and deliver meals to
installing art in and around BFHS.
the Big Foot High School staff. These students’ intent is to
provide quality goods and services, show initiative and selfWhat kinds of activities does Art Club participate in? We
direction while following safety and security regulations and
work to beautify the school with seasonal and holiday
practices. These skills are applicable to the life skills for
decorations on the walls and in the front foyer.
these students.

Book Club

Drama Club

Adviser: Jill Connley

Adviser: Rachel Wenndt

The BFHS Book Club meets once a month on Mondays to
discuss new and popular books. The books are chosen by
the book club members, and they read and discuss the
books at their designed leisure.

Drama Club is open to all students interested in
participation in the fall play or spring musical. Participants
can perform onstage or work backstage as part of the tech
crew working with the set, make-up, lights, and
sound. Students work together to help create and perform
shows for the school and the community.

Equestrian Club

FBLA

Adviser: Ann Williams

Adviser: Chad Roehl

Students from BFHS and other local school districts can
show horses in a wide range of equestrian events. The
team focuses on competitions with a goal of making it
through districts and qualify for the state competition.
Practices are held twice a week.

Future Business Leaders of America focuses on three main
components; field trips, community service, and
competitions. Students have taken field trips to Chicago,
Milwaukee, Green Bay, and Madison to meet with industry
professionals. In the last five years, they’ve had 58 state
qualifiers and 14 national qualifiers with five students
earning top eight at the national competition.

FCCLA

FFA

Adviser: Katie Ladsten

Advisers: Lisa Konkel and Jeanne Case

Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America is a
student led organization. Students focus on volunteering in
their community and school. Students who participate in
the club also have the opportunity to compete in a variety
of different competitions from culinary arts, apparel and
design, to entrepreneurship. Paige Sammons qualified for
the national competition last year and received a gold star.

FFA is the largest secondary youth organization in the
world. FFA promotes the agricultural industry and develops
personal leadership. FFA’s mission is to make a positive
difference in the lives of students by developing their
potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and
career success through agricultural education.

FMP

KOTR

Advisers: Alison Krick and Justin Nickel

Adviser: David Olson

The Freshmen Mentor Program (FMP) is a program at Big
Foot throughout the first semester during the intervention
period. Incoming 9th grade students work in groups with
their 11th and 12th grade mentors as well as a teacher
mentor. Activities and bonding experiences take place for
thirty minutes each day. This program helps bridge the gap
between upperclassmen and freshmen.

The Knights of the Rombectable (KOTR) is a group formed
by students with the goal of finding like minded individuals
to play all types of games together. The club meets weekly,
with special events happening about once a semester and
is planned and organized by student leaders.
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Big Foot Union High School
Clubs / Co-Curricular Opportunities
National Art Honor Society

National Honor Society

Adviser: Becky Hookham

Adviser: Stacie Sheppard

BFHS National Art Honor Society (NAHS) students
demonstrate an Exceptional Artistic Ability in their high
school art classes. They have shown a strength in
leadership and are interested in sharing their artistic gift
with the community. NAHS students may participate in
Children’s Art Workshops, the Winter Art Show, or Mural
Paintings.

National Honor Society is the nation’s premier organization
established to recognize outstanding high school students.
Going beyond grade point average, members of National
Honor Society have demonstrated a commitment to
scholarship, service, leadership, and character. This year
BFHS has 37 members. Once selected members must
continue to meet all 5 pillars of membership.

Operation Click

Pep Band

Adviser: Neal Raskin

Adviser: Neal Raskin

Operation Click is an organization that encourages safe
driving habits. One of their goals is to get 100% of all
students to wear their seat belts. Students in this club help
promote signing the Operation Click pledge, randomly
select premiere parking space winners, and hold stakeouts
to determine who is wearing their seatbelts. Every year,
BFHS students are chosen to have a chance to win a car.

The BFHS Pep Band is an ensemble comprised of students
involved in the band program at BFHS. The pep band
performs at all home football games, a number of
basketball and volleyball games and an occasional all
school event. Our repertoire consists of oldies, classic rock,
and new hits. Our mission is to support our school,
entertain spectators, and provide school spirit.

SAGA

School Store Managers

Adviser: Angie Salamone

Adviser: Corinne Sanders

Sexuality and Gender Acceptance (SAGA), formally known
as GSA or the Social Justice Club, is an all-inclusive
organization that discusses social inequities within our
community and world. Their purpose is to help those who
are questioning their identity, have general questions, or
want a better understanding of the LGBT+ community.

The Big Foot School Store allows students an opportunity
to gain employability skills that apply across a variety of
jobs and life contexts. Today, competitive or supported
employment, supported living and lifelong learning are
expectations for students with differing abilities. Schools
across the nation need to provide transition programs in
school and in the community.

Student Council

Students for Good Choices

Advisers: Dani Lawler and Nicole Raskin

Advisers: Greg Enz and Jessie Grober

The purpose of Student Council is to promote student
participation in BFHS, to develop leadership among
students, and to promote a positive image of our school.
Student Council plans and coordinates student social
activities, including Homecoming and holiday assemblies,
community service activities, and promotes school
improvement.

Students for Good Choices (SFGC) was started four years
ago by a student, and is an organization that encourages
students to make good choices throughout their high
school careers. Their main event is to plan, organize, and
host the BFHS post prom activity to provide students with a
safe alternative to post-prom activities.

Totem (Yearbook)

United We Stand

Adviser: Chad Roehl

Adviser: Lourdes Lasanta

The staff of the Totem designs pages, writes stories and
captions, takes and manipulates photos in the creation the
annual yearbook. The yearbooks are submitted to the
Kettle Moraine Press Association (KEMPA) for judging and
critiquing. Last year’s yearbook received a first place
recognition at their fall journalism conference.

Our purpose is encouraging others to appreciate diversity
in order to promote a more united community. Examples of
some of our activities are games, movies, and guest
speakers. This club has a scholarship attached to it for our
senior members that participate actively in the club while
maintaining a good GPA.
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Big Foot Union High School
Athletics

FALL SPORTS
Sport

Head Coach Sport

Head Coach

Boys Soccer (coop with Williams Bay)

Keith Blakeman

Girls Swim (coop with Badger)

Glen Billar

Cross Country (coop with Williams Bay)

Tim Collins

Girls Tennis (coop with Williams Bay)

Dan Dowden

Football

Greg Enz

Volleyball

Caitlin Dowden

WINTER SPORTS
Boys Basketball

Jeﬀ Fenrick

Powerli ing

Jordan Go man

Boys Swim (coop with Badger)

Glen Billar

Wrestling (coop with Williams Bay)

Doug Stetzer

Girls Basketball

Rick Schoenbeck

SPRING SPORTS
Baseball

Steve Bochat

Golf

Bob Sullivan

Boys Tennis (coop with Williams Bay)

Dan Dowden

So ball

Troy Hummel

Girls Soccer (coop with Williams Bay)

Rene Perez

Track and Field (coop with Williams Bay) Greg Lueck

Note: Coaches listed are those who are hired to coach during the 2017‐2018 school year

Check us out at www.bigfoot.k12.wi.us/athle cs

BFHS ATHLETES
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Big Foot Union High School
Athletics / Booster Club

ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Big Foot High School athletics had a successful year that resulted in:
Individual Conference and State Recognitions
 25 1st Team All Conference Athletes
 20 2nd Team All Conference Athletes
 15 Honorable Mention All Conference Athletes
 RVC Player of the Year - Jackson Enz - Football
 10 Individual State Qualifier Athletes
5 Conference Championship Teams
 Volleyball
 Girls Basketball
 Girls Track
 Boys Swim
 Girls Swim
State Champions
 Jackson Enz in the 300 Hurdles and 110 High Hurdles

BOOSTER CLUB
The Big Foot Booster Club is a non-profit organization
that raises money for Big Foot High School athletics along
with promoting good sportsmanship.

Booster Club Goals


Continue to give back to our athletes and their
coaches who dedicate their time to sports.



Continue to promote good sportsmanship with
our fans at every athletic event.



Continue to make sure the concession stand is
open at every home athletic event.

Club Officers






President – Karla Eischeid
Vice President – John Karabas
Treasurer – Diane Martin
Secretary – Lori Chalchoff
Voting Members – Dave Freymiller
John Quackenbush
Jean Petkoff

The Big Foot Booster Club holds fundraising events throughout the year to help fund the activities of
the club. Past activities include a casino night, craft fair, and cook outs.
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Big Foot Union High School
Recreation District / Big Foot Fine Arts Foundation

RECREATION DISTRICT
This fall, the Recreation District is excited to announce its 15th year serving the community.
Whether your interest is in staying fit, healthy living, sports activities, family events, special interest
classes, or just want to be part of a social club, our goal is that we have “something for everyone.”
The Recreation District strives to constantly evolve to best serve you and your family by keeping an
eye on trends at the local and national level. Our programs are run by highly qualified instructors
that provide a depth of knowledge and experience that is second to none.
Our modern, staffed, 3,400 square foot fitness center is open seven days a week and is free to use
for Big Foot residents (other than acquiring a one-time $5 membership card). Additionally, a
gymnasium is available for basketball and pickle ball. In our studio room, we also offer numerous
fitness classes including yoga, Barre, QiGong, interval training, boot camps, and more.
New enrichment, recreation and wellness classes are always being added. Please refer to the
Program Guide mailed 3 times a year or visit www.bigfootrecreation.org for all our offerings.

BIG FOOT FINE ARTS FOUNDATION
The mission of the Fine Arts Foundation is to bring professional performance
artists to the community and to expose Big Foot area students to the arts
and cultural experiences. Visit www.bigfootfinearts.org for more information
The Hornheads
October 14 at 7:00 PM
This high-energy horn quintet is best known as Prince’s horn section. They have also performed on
over sixty CD projects with national and international artists.
Chicago Philharmonic Chamber Players - Sounds of Change
November 17 at 7:00 PM
A tribute to the music of the 60’s and 70’s - music ranges from R & B,
soul, jazz, rock and roll to classical. Featuring vocalist Bethany Thomas
along with the Chamber Players.
UW Whitewater Chamber Singers & Vocal Jazz Ensemble
February 3 at 7:00 PM
The 36 member Chamber Singers repertoire includes Renaissance madrigals
to masterworks of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The 16 member
Jazz Ensemble covers contemporary vocal styles, including jazz, pop, and
Ring of Kerry
March 3 at 7:00 PM
Bursting with energy, this Irish music group is at times a raucous pub
band enticing you to sing along, yet other times you’ll be serenaded by
melodic Celtic music.
David Thoreson
April 26 at 7:00 PM
Inspirational story-teller and photographer, David shares adventures, witnessing the changing
Arctic environment. His documentary of the circumnavigation of the North and South American
continents was nominated for an Emmy.
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Big Foot Union High School
Financial Situation
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Big Foot Union High School
Contact Us

GENERAL INFORMATION
401 Devils Lane
PO Box 99
Walworth, WI 53184
Telephone Number
Fax Number
Attendance Line
Recreation Department

(262) 275-2116
(262) 275-5117
(262) 394-4411
(262) 275-2117

ADMINISTRATION
District Administrator
Doug Parker
(262) 394-4401
drparker@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

Principal
Mike Hinske
(262) 394-4409
mjhinske@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

Athletic Director
Tim Collins
(262) 394-4403
tecollins@bigfoot.k12.wi.us

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Your first stop to find information about events
and news at www.bigfoot.k12.wi.us
Like us on Facebook
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