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CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Big Foot High School Board of Education held in the lecture 
hall of Big Foot High School was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Edward Hayden, president. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Edward Hayden, Kim Arntz, Jim Brost, Gretchen McCarthy, and Jane 
Palmer. 

ALSO PRESENT:  Doug Parker, district administrator; Mike Hinske, principal; Laura Long, business 
director; Susan Pruessing, media, and communications coordinator; Chuck Thiesenhusen, recreation 
district director; Tim Collins, athletic director; Andy Long, Village of Walworth Police Chief; Dan 
Hammett, Village of Walworth Police Department Lieutenant; Julie Lohse, school nurse; Ken Hayward 
and Pat Biggin, technology education teachers; Dan Dowden, math teacher; and Chrys Hovestol, 
recording secretary. 

VISITORS PRESENT:  Early graduate candidates with parents and many parents and students involved in 
the wrestling program. 

AGENDA REVISION/ADOPTION:  (11.c) Approval/Review of Early Graduation Candidates for Term 3 and 
(11.g) Extra-curricular programming will take place after the citizens’ participation. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the Regular Meeting and the Closed Meeting of February 19, 
2018, were approved on an Arntz/Palmer motion, carried 5/0.  

REVIEW BANK RECONCILIATION AND APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS FOR FEBRUARY 2018: The payment 
of bills for February 2018 was approved on an Arntz/McCarthy motion, carried 5/0.                    

CITIZENS PARTICIPATION:  None 

APPROVAL/REVIEW OF EARLY GRADUATION CANDIDATES FOR TERM 3: Mike Hinske introduced the 
early graduate candidates Brandon Hynd, Jacqueline Flores, Juan Salcedo, and Madison Pajeau. The 
early graduate candidates for term 3 were approved on a McCarthy/Brost motion, carried 5/0. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMMING: The wrestling program was approved to continue on a 
Palmer/McCarthy motion, carried 5/0.  

REPORTS: 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT REPORT: Chuck Thiesenhusen reported that they had not found the right fit 
for the Recreation Assistant Coordinator position. They are still accepting applications and looking for 
the right person. They are working on the summer guide. Year to date number is $10,000 above last 
year at this time. 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT: Aly Flynn gave an update on what the BFHS student body is currently 
involved in which includes the girl's basketball team became the first regional champions in school 
history. One of the boys’ basketball team was selected to the second team all-conference and one was 
honorable mention all-conference. Seventy-five music students competed in the solo and ensemble 
contest held hosted at Big Foot High School on March 10. Ten of them are progressing onto the state 
solo and ensemble, which is the next level of competition. The College Accounting class went on a field 
trip to Plymouth, WI to the Sixth Annual Lakeland University Forensic Accounting Competition. They 
placed 5th overall. She also reported that the 2017-2018 yearbook was submitted prior to the final 
deadline.  
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Students for good choices is organizing and supporting the prom again this year and they have had 
outstanding support from various local businesses. This event continues to grow. The student council 
held the Spring Fling dance on March 10 and had a successful week up to the dance with dress-up days 
and a pep rally on Friday that recognized sports, academic, and student success followed by a student 
vs. staff basketball game. NHS, Student Council, and Students for Good Choices are sponsoring a color 
run for the community on May 19 to raise money for the Treehouse Foundation. Skills USA students will 
compete at the state competition on April 24 and 25. 

BUSINESS DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Laura Long reported on revenues and expenditures through the end of 
February 2018 and compared it to the prior year. 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Doug Parker reported that the counselors and the registrar have 
all the students’ course selections in the system. He has the schedule almost built and will get the final 
touches done over spring break and load the students into the master schedule to start building it for 
next year. The referendum presentations are going very well. Jeff Byrne, our technology director applied 
for and received an infrastructure grant for $23,861.00 from the DPI to allow us to upgrade our wireless 
internet access points over spring break. We will be collaborating with CESA 6 and apply for a mentoring 
grant for next year worth $25,000.00. Funds and grant money that the state is currently offering will be 
explored as well. He reported that the number of open enrollment applications to attend BFHS is 
currently more than the number of applications to leave BFHS for the 2018-2019 school year, which is 
encouraging. The open enrollment window is still open so we do not have final numbers yet. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Spring Election, April 3, 2018 – Doug Parker encouraged everyone to get out and vote. Two board 
members are running for re-election. On April 4, when the canvassing takes place Mrs. McCarthy will be 
counting votes with two students from the AP U.S. Government and Politics class. Mrs. Sheppard and 
part of her class are going to be witnesses to the counting. It should be a great experience for them to 
see how the process works.  

Policy company adoption (NEOLA) – The Neola Company, a policy adoption service was approved on a 
Brost/McCarthy motion, carried 5/0. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Celebrations of Student Excellence – Katie Ladsten gave a report on the FCCLA students competition. 
Three groups competed at FCCLA with two groups moving on. One group for Fashion Construction and 
the other group for Chapter Service Portfolio. The next competition takes place on April 9, 10, and 11. 

Dan Dowden gave a report on the Math Team competition at Jefferson. He has eight varsity members 
who took second place. The junior varsity team has five freshmen members. Next semester during 
intervention they hope to get the math team website completed. 

Girls’ Basketball Regional Champions – Tim Collins reported the girl's basketball team were the regional 
champions this year. First time in school history. Five of the girls received some sort of all-conference 
recognition. The turnout for the game was phenomenal. 

Technical education presentation, Ken Hayward and Pat Biggin – Ken Hayward and Pat Biggin gave a 
presentation on the technical education department. 

Needy Children’s Fund/Food Pantry at Big Foot High School, Julie Lohse – Julie Lohse gave a 
presentation on the BFHS food pantry. The purpose is to have food for families for dinner and weekends 
as well as outside of the have food accessible outside the meal hours. We received a refrigerator and 
freezer from the Farm Tech Days grant. We have a partnership with the Big Foot Emergency Food Pantry  
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at this time and we get regular food drop-offs from them in the food bank in Milwaukee. We are 
working on getting our own food bank status. We have increased in collaborations and donations this 
year. The student council gives food and monetary donations to the BF food pantry and the Like Skills 
class facilitates organizing the food when it arrives at school. The Agriscience department provides eggs 
to the food pantry and the family and consumer sciences provide loaves of bread.  

Approval of school resource officer for the remainder of 2017-2018 – The school resource officer for 
the remainder of the 2017-2018 school year was approved on an Arntz/McCarthy motion, carried 5/0. 

Acceptance of wrestling coach resignation – Resignation letter of the wrestling coach, Douglas Stetzer, 
was accepted on a Brost/Palmer motion, carried 5/0. 

Acceptance of a recreation department resignation – Resignation letter of the recreation assistant 
coordinator, Brooke Freiss, was accepted on a McCarthy/Palmer motion, carried 5/0. 

Acceptance of a support staff retirement - Retirement letter of an instructional assistant, Gail August, 
was accepted with regret on a McCarthy/Arntz motion, carried 5/0. 
 

MEETING/ACTIVITIES: 
BFE Negotiations, Thursday, March 22, 5:30 p.m. 
Spring Break, March 16-April 2, 2018 
The election, April 3, 2018 
Regular BOE Meeting, 7:00 p.m., April 16, 2018, in the Lecture Hall 

ADJOURN MEETING:  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m. on an Arntz/McCarthy motion carried 
5/0. 
 
 
        
Gretchen McCarthy, clerk  Chrys Hovestol, recording secretary  


